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26th August 2020 

Dear Parents  

When we wrote to you yesterday, we had a hunch that the Government would change their stance on face coverings in 
school, leaving the decision to school leaders.  We have kept a close eye on the scientific advice ourselves and feel that a 
sensible approach to face coverings would be a helpful risk mitigation for our community.  At the moment community 
transmission is low around school, but we would rather be ahead of any increases due to the further easing of lockdown 
and winter spikes in infection.  Establishing good habits now will help us to keep transmission rates low.  

We already need all students travelling on school or public buses to wear a face covering.  We are now asking for all pupils 
to wear face coverings as they move between lessons and as they socialise in communal areas.  As we are sure you are 
aware, this is already the case in Scotland.  

Staff are also being asked to do the same.  

Face coverings will not usually be worn in lessons.  

It is very important that students understand how to put on and remove their face covering: 

• Clean hands first  
• Fit covering over the mouth and nose securely without touching the front of the covering  
• Do not touch the covering while you are wearing it  
• Remove the covering without touching the front  
• Place it in a sealed plastic bag (if reusable) or into a lidded clinical waste bin (if disposable)  
• Clean hands thoroughly 
• Put reusable coverings in the normal wash each day (treat them like your socks!)  
 
Lessons will start and end with clear, supervised routines incorporating safe donning and doffing of coverings.  We will 
have spare disposable masks for children who forget or lose theirs.  

Coverings need to be appropriate for school:  

• Not scarves or buffs  
• No slogans  
 
We know that some pupils will not be able to manage a face covering for medical reasons.  We will use our Health Care 
Plans to support those exemptions on the grounds of asthma and other known medical conditions.  Just drop us a line if 
you need to make us aware of any additional medical information relevant to an exemption.  

Wearing face coverings will add a useful additional mitigation to all those we have already planned.  It is important to note 
that those mitigations remain our most important lines of defence (ie staying away from school if you have symptoms, 
increased hand cleaning, good respiratory hygiene and enhanced cleaning in the buildings).  

We hope you feel able to support our decision and look forward to welcoming your child back to the safest possible school 
in September. 

Kind regards  

 
Alison Wilkinson FCCT                                                Cathy O’Neill 
Principal of QEStudio School                                     Headteacher of QES 


